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NOTES AND NEWS 

From the West London Ethical Society we have received a little book 
containing " Two Responsive Services in the Form and Spirit of the 
Litany and the Ten Commandments," prepared by Dr. Stanton Coit. 
The very great value of responsive services in forming moral and relig- 
ious habits and the conviction that " the Litany, in its original wording, 
is the most universally humane, tender, loving, and purifying document 
ever written," and that the Jewish Decalogue " is the most majestic, 
strenuous and strengthening utterance that ever emanated from a suf- 
fering and struggling nation's heart," have led Dr. Coit to prepare a 
modernized version of these great documents in the hope that those who 
can no longer use the old forms with sincerity may find no similar im- 
pediment in the use of the new. As an example of the attempt to mod- 
ernize the Litany, we quote the following passage from Dr. Coit's com- 
mentary entitled " The Litany and Modern Life " : 

As one instance of my own attempt to appropriate to the needs of our day 
the form and spirit of the Litany, compare the adaptation here given with that 
portion of the original where it says — 

"That it may please thee to preserve all that travel by land or by water, 
all women labouring of child, all sick persons and young children, and to show 
thy pity upon all prisoners and captives, 

' ' We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. ' ' 
We notice, in the first place, that the specific reference to the dangers of travel 
by land and by water harks back to a far past age. There is no longer any 
special danger to travellers from thieves and murderers; and it is maintained by 
statisticians that a man is as safe from accident to-day, when traveling by rail or 
by steamship, as when lying in his own bed. There are exceptional dangers, to 
be sure, in motoring and aeroplaning, but there is no necessity, as yet, constrain- 
ing us to such enterprises. The phrase, accordingly, ' ' to preserve all that travel 
by land or by water ' ' may very well fall away. 

Not only are the petitions of the Litany modified in the spirit of the 
quoted passage, but the responsive supplication which in the Church's 
form recurs as a refrain, " We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord," is 
modernized into such phrases as " Is our high task and privilege." We 
do not doubt the sincerity of purpose of the book, nor question for one 
moment the value for moral habits of public services in which all men- 
tion of God and the supernatural have been eliminated. But we do very 
much question the value of modernizing ancient documents like the 
Litany and the Ten Commandments. One who knows that his people 
for generations have been accustomed to pray, 

That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our 
sins, negligences, and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy 
Spirit to amend our lives according to thy holy Word: 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord, 

must feel that there is a descent when for such a petition is substituted: 
That we may feel true repentance; forgive one another's sins, negligences 

and ignorances; and be endued with power to amend our lives according to the 

principles of unselfish love, 

Is the deep yearning of our hearts. 
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The Somerset Archeological and Natural History Society has resumed 
work on the Meare Lake village, under the control of Messrs. A. Bulleid 
and H. St. George Gray. Besides various late-Celtic relics similar to 
those already discovered, Mound 7 has produced a class of objects hitherto 
not found elsewhere, including a number of worked and polished shoulder- 
bones of animals, the blade-bones being in some cases ornamented in the 
dot-and-circle pattern. Kimmeridge shale is rather plentiful for a sub- 
stance imported from Dorset. Little bronze has so far been found, the 
objects including finger-rings, an awl, and a rivet. Some much-corroded 
iron objects, such as a knife and chisel, have been unearthed. Human 
remains are scarce, only two pieces of skull-bone having been found. 
Pottery is plentiful, and of a type differing in design from that found at 
the Glastonbury Lake village. As is evident from the number of bones 
of various kinds, the people occupying this site lived largely on meat. 
They possessed an ox and horse of a small type, a large variety of dog, 
and remains of the beaver and otter have been discovered. The relics 
which have been up to this time found are open to inspection at a tem- 
porary museum on the site, whence later on they will be removed to the 
County Museum at Taunton Castle. — Nature. 

In the July issue of Man, Messrs. 1ST. F. Eobarts and H. C. Collyer 
continue their report on the excavation of the British camp at Walling- 
ton. The numerous loose unbroken flints found on the inner side of the 
ditch seem to have been used as missiles, and round Tertiary pebbles 
were employed as sling-stones. A large collection of implements used in 
the preparation of food was made, the most common, probably because 
they were the most indestructible, being saddle-back mealing stones, 
made of the Lower Greensand sandstone. Many tiles, resembling those 
from the Swiss Lake dwellings, were discovered. Though there were 
many flakes and cores, stone implements were scanty in number. A 
broken axe of diorite indicates foreign commerce. Further exploration 
of the large remaining portion of the ditch will doubtless provide many 
other similar articles, but the specimens already unearthed are sufficient 
to give a tolerably clear idea of the civilization, arts, and industries of 
the inhabitants of this Surrey town in the first or second century B.C. — 
Nature. 

The third edition of the " Grammar of Science," by Karl Pearson, is 
divided into two volumes the first of which has appeared under the title, 
" Part I. — Physical." There are two new chapters, one on Causation by 
Professor Pearson and another on Modern Physical Ideas by Professor 
Cunningham. The second volume dealing with living forms is promised 
shortly. The work is published by Macmillan. 

Professor Karl Pearson, F.E.S., has been appointed to be the first 
occupant of the chair of eugenics in the University of London, established 
by the legacy bequeathed for that purpose by the late Sir Francis Galton. 

Dr. John Beddoe, F.R.S., noted for his anthropological observations 
on the physical characters of living races, died on July 19, at Bradford- 
on-Avon. 



